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“IN THE LAST DECADE WE HAVE SEEN 
CHANGES IN THE SOCIETY AND OUR 

DESIRE TO BE PART AND CONTRIBUTORS TO 
THE CHANGES HAS BECOME STRONGER, 

BRINGING YEAR AFTER YEAR 
IMPROVEMENTS FROM LESSONS LEARNED 
AND OUR EXPERIENCES IN WHAT WE DO 

TO SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITY, ESPECIALLY 
VULNERABLE GROUPS”

Eglantina Bardhi, 
Executive Director



"Together for Life” (TFL) association is a non political, non governmental and non-for-

profit organization, established  in late 2009 as an initiative of a group of reputable 

journalists as a membership organization; focusing on the development and 

empowerment of people. 

OUR MISSION

We work with people and communities to promote a  society that guarantees their rights 

and realization

OUR VISION

A society in which people can their rights, are and treated and where they can 

participate fully to realize their full social, economic and cultural potential 



Eglantina Bardhi, 

Executive Director

CORE TEAM

Sheqere Bardhi, 

Finance Officer

Arlinda Shehu, 

Policy Manager

Denisa Celami, 

Health Manager

Blertina Koka, 

Youth Manager

Alma Lahe, Social 

Issues Manager



OUR WORK DURING 2021

10,000 PERSONS WERE 

DIRECTLY INVOLVED IN THE 

ACTIVITIES OF ORGANIZATION

6 reports were prepared 

and published on health system 

and the Covid-19 pandemic

3 NHRIs were directly engaged in 

the activities and supported the 

organization on its mission

40 returnee patients 
benefited directly from the 

organization’s activities

90 young people from EU 

countries and Balkans participated 

in TFL workshops and trainings

20 local NGOs participated in 

trainings for advocacy actions and 

increasing transparency



OVER 1000 INFORMATIVE AND EDUCATIONAL 

HEALTH ARTICLES WERE PUBLISHED IN PORTALS MANAGED BY TFL



FIVE 

investigative 

stories 
about Covid-19 

effects reached 

over 

500,000 

people



Our work during 2021

TFL participated in parliamentary 

hearing sessions for drafting of 

health budget

TFL shared the problems of patients suffering from 

cancer, bringing to attention the lack of medication; the 

impact of covid-19 on screening programs and the need 

to update clinical protocols or to update drug selection to 

reflect new therapeutic alternatives. 

“Together for Life” also focused on the low health budget, 

noting that national and international reports rank 

Albania last in Europe in terms of health expenditures. 

TFL representatives also mentioned abuses of health funds 

through non-transparent and corrupt tenders. The low 

budget and inefficient spending of funds affects the 

service to patients who receive poor quality health care 

and occasionally face a shortage of medication.



Commissioner 

against 

Discrimination 

accepted the 

request of 

“Together for Life” 

organization and 

declared the 

severe 

discrimination of 

children with 

leukemia due to 

lack of treatment 

for these children  

TFL built local mechanisms

to answer the health needs 

of Albanian returnees



Patients’ rights,

TFL wins all the cases in court

Three children gained their right after three years of efforts and

commitment of "Together for Life" organization to address the

issue of children born with hearing problems.

The Administrative Court of Tirana decided the compensation with

9,300,000 ALL for one of the cases, who was forced to have the

surgery of cochlear implant privately since the Albanian state did

not offer it, despite being legally obligated due to this

intervention being in ten free health packages, endangering the

child to lose hearing forever. Meanwhile, the second case was

resolved by agreement between the parties in court, as the

University Hospital Center "Mother Teresa" included in the waiting

list the 6-year-old child, to perform a cochlear implant needed.

The last case did not end in court, but the realization of the

implant was achieved after the positive pressure on the relevant

structures.



TFL contributed in the 

inclusion of a strategy 

for patients with NCDs 

during emergency 

situations in the Health 

Strategy 2021-2030

Based on the challenges faced by chronically ill patients (over 400,000 throughout Albania) during the Covid-19 

pandemic, the TFL provided written recommendations, addressing the need to integrate chronically ill case 

management into the new strategy. This need is based on: a- the problems encountered during the Covid-19 pandemic, 

b- the chronically ill as a risk group, c-the recommendations of the Global Health Summit to promote access to society 

and health, promoting accountability at the highest levels high levels of governance to achieve better preparedness, 

prevention, detection and response, calling the WHO to be prepared for possible pandemics / epidemics, given the 

trend of recent decades for pandemics.



Photos from activities with young people 2021



MEDIA APPEARENCES

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F1EJUJQgB2g


Trainings, 

seminars 

and 

workshops 

during 

2021



REPORTS PUBLISHED DURING 2021



Reports

published 

during 

2021



TFL has a solid transparent financial management system 

under the Albanian legislation and international accounting standard related to CSO
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PERCENTAGE OF BUDGET PROJECTS DURING 2021



MAIN DONORS DURING 2021



Mobile: 0692066522
E-mail: info@togetherforlife.org.al;

Address: Rruga Brigada VIII, pallati jeshil tekno-
projekt, shk.2, ap. 13, Tirana, Albania 

Web: www.togetherforlife.org.al


